
SPECIAL EDUCATION AND  ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS                  

Presenters:

Diana Aragundi

Rita Rodriguez-Engberg

Advocates for Children of NY

In the chat: 

1. Name
2. Borough 
3. What is your preferred language? 

April 28, 2022

Institute for Families and Communities of English/Multilingual Learners

T&I 34064 Special Education & English Language Learners (English)



Purpose

● Learn about education advocacy and how to build strong parent-student-
school connections

● Foster a cross-cultural community to develop meaningful relationships 
relevant to English learners and multilingual/multicultural students and 
families 

● Hear from diverse families and community leaders on culture, language and 
identity 
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Date Time Topic Organization

Tuesday,
April 14 

5:15pm - 6:30pm
Hybrid

Centering Culture, Identity, Language in the 
Home and School

Division of Multilingual Learners
Citywide Council on English Language Learners 
and Microsoft

Tuesday,
April 26

5:30PM - 6:30PM Supporting Undocumented Students and 

Families in K-12 

Immschools

Thursday,
April 28

5:30PM - 6:30PM 

Online

Special Education and English Language 
Learners 

Advocates for Children 

Saturday,
April 30 

10:30AM - 11:30AM
Online

Advocacy Skills for Parents IncludeNYC

Tuesday,
May 17

5:30PM - 6:30PM 

Online

How to Prepare for the Annual ELL Parent 
Teacher Conference 

New York State Association of Bilingual 
Education 

Thursday,
May 19

5:30PM - 6:30PM 

Online

Post-Secondary Oppotunities for Immigrant 
and Undocumented

Immschools

Saturday,
May 21

10:30AM - 11:30AM
Online

Title III and Family Engagement Division of Multilingual Learners, NYCDOE

Thursday,
June 2 

5:30PM - 6:30PM 

Online

Parent Panel: Immigrant Community 
Leadership

Immschools

Saturday,
June 4 

10:30AM - 11:30AM
Online

Starting Free Adult Education for ELLs in Your 
Community 

Office of Adult Education, NYCDOE

Tuesday,
June 7

5:30PM - 6:30PM 

Online

Supporting Bilingualism in the Home Division of Multilingual Learners, NYCDOE

Saturday,
July 16

11:00AM - 5:30PM

In Person  

Mini Workshops and End of Year Celebration Division of Multilingual Learners and Microsoft 



Advocates for Children of New York



Today's Workshop



ELLs with Disabilities 



Individuals with Disabilities Education Act

I.D.E.A.: The Federal Law that protects children with disabilities. 

It says that all children (through age 21) with a disability have a right to a:

FREE

APPROPRIATE

PUBLIC

EDUCATION

In the Least Restrictive Setting. 

What does this mean?

*Immigration 
Status 

Does Not 
Matter!



What is Special Education?



The Special Education Process



Referral and Consent – In your Language



Evaluations - In your Language



Special Education Evaluations - Bilingual



Individualized Education Program - IEP

All IEP meetings are still being 

conducted on video/phone call!

Who is Present at an IEP Meeting? 

● Parents(s)
● Special Education Teacher
● General Education Teacher
● School Psychologist
● District Representative
● Student (15 years and older)
● Other Persons (Interpreters)

What is an IEP?

● The IEP is a document created at an 
IEP Meeting after the student is 
evaluated

● Unique to each student
● Includes information about the 

student and the plan to help them 
learn

● Legal (like a contract)
● Good for one year



Translations of 
Special Education Documents



School and Classroom Options



Bilingual Special Education Classrooms



What if my child’s school does not have a
bilingual special education classroom?



Supports & Services



Related Service Authorizations



Parents Have the Right to…

REMINDERS



Before you go!

• Complete the Exit Survey- Exit survey link in Chat  

• Tell a colleague about the next session with IncludeNYC on Saturday, 
April 30, 2022 at 10:30AM   

We're always happy to hear from you!

Email us at DML@schools.nyc.gov

*For School Staff ONLY please complete the exit survey  to receive CTLE Credits

mailto:DML@schools.nyc.gov
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