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AFC is a non-profit organization that works to protect
the right of every child in New York City to a quality
education.

Our Free Services:
* Helpline: 1-866-427-6033 (Mon-Thurs, 10am — 4pm)
* Guides and resources: www.advocatesforchildren.org

* Workshops and trainings
* Free legal services to low-income families
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ELLs with Disabilities

What is Special Education?

Special Education Process for Parents of ELLs
The IEP in Your Language

Options for ELLs with Disabilities

Parents' Rights
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Student with a Disability

* A student who has a mental, physical, or emotional disability that affects
how they learn in school. Students with disabilities may qualify to receive
special education services.

English Language Learner (ELL)

* A student who is learning to speak/write/read/understand English. ELLs
are entitled to receive instruction and support in school to help them
learn English.

ELLs with Disabilities

e Students who have a disability and who are learning English. They have
a right to receive special education services in their language
(if needed).
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Special Education is:

* A set of supports and services designed to meet the
needs of a child with a disability.

* These supports and services are included in the child's
Individualized Education Program (IEP).

» Services can be given in the child's home language.This
is called Bilingual Special Education.
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How to refer?

* Send a letter via email, in your language, to the principal
or specialeducation(@schools.nyc.gov

* Can also bring a letter to child’s school on paper, in person
* Write it in your language

School then asks parent to give consent (signature). Ask
for documents in your language!

All testing and IEP meeting must happen within 60
school days of the time parent gives written consent
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Classroom Recent
observation physical

Any other

Psycho-

. areas of
educational

concerns

Social Vocational
history (age 14+)

MU LTICINGUAL M Department of
LEARNERS Education



2

E.L.L.INSTITUTE

EQUIP | LEARN | LAUNCH

Evaluations of child done in English and child’s home
language

You have the right to request a bilingual special

education evaluation if your child’s home language is
not English

All children who are ELLs must be first evaluated in
both English and home language.
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The DOE must translate all special education

documents in the top nine languages when parents
request it.

* Special education documents include IEPs,
evaluations, notices, and 504 Plans

* Ask for a translation at your child’s school, online at

www.schools.nyc.gov/IEPhello, or by phone: (718)
935-2013
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* General Education with Supports/Services

* Integrated Co-Teaching (ICT)

..........................................................................................................................

» Special Class in a Community School (self-contained)
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. State Approved Non-Public School (NPS)

- Residential Placement

........................

- » Home Instruction
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Children learn academic skills and receive special education support
in their home language

Taught in English and your child’s home language
Can be ICT, or smaller, special class
In community and District 75 schools

Either Dual Language (DL) or Transitional Bilingual Education (TBE)

To find a bilingual special education class,
email
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Your child can transfer to a school that offers bilingual
special education services or a bilingual classroom.

Tell the school that you would like to transfer your child

or email BSEprograms@schools.nyc.gov

If a transfer is not possible, your child might stay in an English-only
class and be assigned an alternate placement paraprofessional who
will interpret for your child in class.

Your child should continue to receive ENL.
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Assistive Technology (AT)
Paraprofessionals

Related Services

* Counseling (in your language)

* Nursing

* Occupational Therapy

* Physical Therapy

* Speech and Language Therapy (in your language)

Special Education Teacher Support Services (in your language)

Transportation

| 2-month services
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There are a limited number of bilingual clinicians, such as speech
therapists and psychologists in NYC public schools.

Not all schools can provide related services in your
child’s home language.

The DOE can give you a Related Service Authorization (RSA) to
be able to get bilingual related services outside of school.

RSAs allow parents to choose an independent provider
to provide these services, and the DOE will pay for them.

Issues with related services?

e Email: relatedservices@schools.nyc.gov
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Say yes or no to special education

Ask for new evaluations, including independent bilingual
evaluations

Fully participate in all IEP meetings

Have the DOE provide an interpreter
who speaks your language and have the DOE
translate documents

Get notice in writing before the school changes a child’s IEP or
services
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